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INVITATION 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

 We are pleased to inform you that S. B. Deorah College is going to organise a two-day National Webinar on 

“INDIAN DIVERSITY: ITS CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS” to be held on July 2-3, 2021 (revised). The Webinar 

is expected to provide a platform for scholarly exploration of issues related to Indian Diversity. 

 The undersigned is glad to invite you and all esteemed colleagues of your institution to participate in the seminar 

and make it a success. 

With Regards, 

Dr. Dharmendra Nath                  Dr. Jamini Buragohain 

        Principal                    Co-Ordinator, Organising Committee 

S. B. Deorah College             S. B. Deorah College 



ABOUT THE COLLEGE 

  

 S. B. Deorah College has been set up with the painstaking efforts of a few academically conscious personalities of Ulubari 

locality. The College is currently affiliated to Gauhati University and came under the deficit grants-in-aid schemes of government 

of Assam on 11th January, 1996. It has attained permanent UGC registration under Section 2(f) and 12 (B) of UGC Act, 1956 in 

the year 2005. The College presently offer courses in all the three streams of Science, Arts and Commerce with a total student 

strength of 1500. In November 2015, the College has been accredited a ‘B’ Grade with a CGPA of 2.46 by NAAC. To maintain 

and achieve higher academic standards, the College has also been participating in the annual NIRF ranking from the 2019-20 

session. Since its inception, the College has striven to maintain a vigorous academic, cultural and social life. The present webinar 

is a part of its academic endeavour. 



About the Webinar 

 Given its wide diversity, sceptics of pre-independent India predicted that the country would fall apart if it were to be given 

independence. Seventy-two years of Indian independence have proven that the ‘Idea of India’ has stood tall despite the operation 

of various disintegrating forces. The present webinar seeks to take stock of the diversity that existed in pre-independent India and 

ten compare it with the post-independent settings. This would enable analysts to read the broader changes which have taken place 

over the period of seven decades, help draw crucial insights  from the past and the present, and devise strategies for countering 

adverse situations. Besides, it would also help analysts: i) to understand and appreciate the wide diversity that exist in this 

country, ii) identify issues of tensions that have afflicted the nation over the years, and iii) also pick up the glueing factors which 

have played an important role in holding this diverse country together. 

 Keynote Speaker                                                                         

Prof. ABDUL NAFEY 
Former Chairperson, CCUS&LAS, JNU 

Former Editor, India Quarterly 
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Concept Note 

 It is a truism that India is a personification of diversity. Different races, communities, followers of religious belief, 

ethnicities and cultures, have come to this land across centuries and have made it their home. This diversity has been nourished 

through centres of higher learning and knowledge. Conflicting philosophies have grown in this diverse environment and acquired 

admiration and respect. But this diversity did not evolve under a stable environment. Under the impact of various rules, it 

metamorphosed and took different forms. The present Webinar would strive to explore this Indian diversity in all its 

manifestations, dissect phenomena which have contributed to this diversity, attempt to understand and analyse fault lines and 

provide policy prescriptions to facilitate the process of integration. 

 An inherently diverse country, India was put together into a single administrative unit by its colonial rulers. But the 

common experience of ‘shared suffering’ inflicted upon by the colonial rule moulded ‘the people’ into a single nation. However, 



the attachments and solidarities that moulded the people during the colonial period began to water down substantially in the post-

colonial period. As the nascent state tried to grapple with the trauma of Partition, new fissures of conflict emerged.  Some of these 

fissures were created by elements which formed an integral part Indian diversity. For instance, language became the basis of state 

reorganisation in post-independent India, economic imbalances within regions led to the creation of ‘red corridors’ in 

economically backward areas, ethnic insurgencies, stating cultural difference, led movements of secession against the Indian 

State in the North-East and Sikh insurgents fought for separate Khalistan. These fissures not only pose a formidable challenge to 

the Indian State but also to the very idea of India. To tide over these internal fissures, the Indian State has made attempts at 

homogenising Indian diversity at different points of time. But these attempts have made little headway as contestations against 

these attempts have acquired dynamic and complex forms. This leads one to two basic questions: a) how has India, as a country, 

survived as a unity despite its profound disintegrating fissures? and b) what are the internal processes that has facilitated this 

unity? 

 To unravel the above questions, the present webinar seeks to explore, to what one might vaguely term as, ‘cultural India’.  

A product of cultural and religious syncretism of centuries,  ‘cultural India’ has acted as the foundational pillar of Indian unity. 

Open, broad and fungible, ‘cultural India’ has not only gained from its rich mystic traditions but has also enriched itself through 

successive waves of human and intellectual migration. Spiritualism constitutes one of the dominant element of ‘cultural India’. 

This spiritual element transcends social, religious and linguistic boundaries. The Bhakti movement, as preached by Kabir, Guru 

Nanak, Chaitanya, etc., and Sufi mystics, as practised by Nizam-ud-din Auliya, Moin-ud-din Chisti etc. are two shining examples 

of this ‘spiritual element’. It is this element of ‘cultural India’ that glued millions of Indian into one single thread. Another 

component of this ‘cultural India’ is constituted by its creative art forms which have drawn from India’s rich regional resources, 



standardised themselves and have transformed themselves into national art forms of reverence. Even popular mediums like the 

Bollywood industry has drawn from diverse regional pools for producing works of creative arts.  

 A diverse India has not only blossomed within the country, this diversity was also exported to the rest of the world by 

Indians who worked in plantations across the world as ‘indentured labourers’. This diversity was carried through, what Brinsley 

Samaroo term as, the ‘Jahazi Bundle’. These ‘bundles’ which contained seeds, herbs, religious texts and other necessities of life 

were transported to different plantation zones. As a consequence, numerous ‘Little Indias’ were created across the plantation 

world. There has also been a post-independent migration wave, consisting of construction and agriculture which has led to the 

creation of a sizeable Indian diaspora abroad.  

  

 The present Webinar seeks to explore, analyse, discuss and draw insights on Indian Diversity through the following sub-

themes: 

1) Indian Diversity as celebration of India’s heterogeneity: Land, Peoples and Cultures 

2) Indian Diversity and Colonial Experiences 

3) Indian Diversity and Post-Colonial realities 

4) Diversity as Arenas of Conflicts: Social, Economic and Political 

5) Diversity in the North-East: Contestations and Pathways 

6) Diversity as a Contributor to the Unity: Creative Arts, Philosophies 

7) Rationalising Diversity: Attempts at Homogenisation and its Resistance 

8) Indian Diversity and its International Spread: Role of the Indian Diaspora 



GUIDLINES FOR SUBMISSION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Participants are requested to submit an abstract (not exceeding 200 words) with a title of the paper, clearly stating the 

objective, the methodology used and the broad arguments that the paper seeks to make. Abstracts are to be submitted at 

sbdcacademics@gmail.com by 20.06.2021. 

2. Participants are also requested to clearly mention their name, academic status (for instance, research scholar, assistant 

professor etc.) and the institution to which they belong in their abstracts. 

3. Abstracts would be evaluated by a panel of experts and their decisions regarding selection of papers would be final.  

4. Accepted paper would be intimated by 25.06.2021. On intimation, full papers have to be submitted by 30.06.2021. 

5. Participants should ensure that their papers are original and free from plagiarism. 

6. Only theoretically sound and empirically grounded papers would be considered for presentation in the webinar. 

7. Participants will present their papers only through the online mode. 

8. Selected papers withstanding academic scrutiny would be published in the Conference Proceedings booklet (with ISBN no.) 

as book Chapters. 

For details please contact: 

Dr. Jamini Buragohain - 9643670204 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
S. B. Deorah College

mailto:sbdcacademics@gmail.com

